REFERENDUM FACT SHEET #3: What are the benefits of
extracurricular activities?
The MISSION of the Southwestern School District is to:


Offer all students the opportunity to achieve an excellent education;



Prepare students to be life-long learners through cooperation of staff, parents and community;



Graduate academically and socially well-rounded students to be productive members of society;



Consider the long-range financial effect on the community.

Southwestern encourages and strives to create well rounded students who are successful in school, are provided
opportunities to participate in extracurricular activities, and have built lasting and trustworthy relationships. Our
mission and goals allow our children to leave our district academically sound and highly capable in many
different areas and can assist in career and college ready decisions. The April 4th referendum contains benefits
to both academics and extracurricular activities.

1. Time management and prioritization—Extracurricular activities teach children how to manage their time, prioritize
commitments, meet deadlines, and complete various tasks.

2. Diverse interests and building Self-esteem—By allowing children the opportunity to explore diverse interests,
Southwestern gives them the ability to develop life-long skills and hobbies for years to come. Many of these opportunities can
also build confidence and self esteem for our students.

3. Giving back to the community—Many of these activities allow our students to help others and make a contribution in
their school and their community, which is an important step in preparing them for today’s society.

4. College readiness—Many colleges look at the activities students are involved in as a way to fully understand the
commitment and ability to participate in multiple activities and balance school academics successfully.

5. Setting and meeting goals—Extracurricular activities present opportunities for the children to develop and set
goals. Many times these clubs or groups help encourage students to exceed the goals while working
together and having fun.

Continued on back.

6. Teamwork and building relationships—Sports teams, clubs, and activities require children to work together towards a
common goal. By participating in these activities, our children can develop the skills they need to successfully work with each
other. In addition, extracurricular activities allow children to communicate and build relationships with those who share the same
interests.

7. Academics—Studies have shown a correlation between improved grades, behavior, and work habits as a result of students’
involvement in extracurricular activities.

Extracurricular activities currently offered at Southwestern:
Sports

Chorus

Student Council

Spanish Club

Forensics

Band

Musical

Yearbook

Future Farmers
of America (FFA)

National Honor
Society (NHS)

Leadership, Experience,
Opportunity (LEO Club)

SWAL Math Contest
(conference contest)

For more information, please visit our
website at swsd.k12.wi.us or contact
SWSD Superintendent, John Costello,
at 608.854.2261 x310 or by email at
costelloj@swsd.k12.wi.us.

